
. 

 

 

 

 

   

 

   

America is hope. 

It is compassion. 

It is excellence. 

It is valor. 
               ~ Paul Tsongas 

July 6-8éé..4th of July Weekend..Jesse T. Jones Campground 

July 21éé...All Degree Day..Jesse T. Jones Campground 

Aug. 17-18...Youth Days..Baltimore, MD 

Aug. 19-23...SGL / IARA..Baltimore, MD 

     Since the Pilgrimage for youth Program is being re-vamped this year, Bandon Odd Fellow Lodge used the 

money that would have sent students on the Pilgrimage and awarded four scholarships instead.  Above left, Deputy 

Grand Master Gordon Corda presents Scholarships to Pacific High School Graduates Joshua Engdahl and Claire 

Kelly.  Above right Bandon High School Graduates Sydney Flynn and Josh Snyder receive scholarships. 
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     As I was visiting my 

daughterôs home, my son-in-

law was cleaning out a storage 

shed and in one of the boxes of 

parts, he found two little 

pamphlets. The first one was 

named Independent Order of 

Odd Fellows ñRECRUITING 

HANDBOOKò. The second one 

was called Independent Order 

of Odd Fellows ñPLEASE JOIN WITH US TO HELP 

BUILD A BETTER COMMUNITYò. Both little 

pamphlets were put together by the Grand lodge of 

Oregon for Past Grand Master Lloyd P. Stiewig 2005 ï 

2006. So I look at them. As I was reading one of them, I 

thought to myself, it is strange to find these pamphlets. 

My son in-law had nothing to do with Odd Fellows and 

it was the very thing that we all have been talking about. 

So here is what was written in ñPLEASE JOIN WITH 

US TO HELP BUILD A BETTER COMMUNITY.ò 

     Who are Odd Fellows and Rebekahs? Odd Fellows 

was founded in England in the 16th or 17th century as a 

beneficial Order. The members helped each other in 

times of need. Their original objectives were to ñvisit 

the sick, relieve the distressed, bury the dead and 

educate the orphans.ò These were odd activities at that 

time and people would call them ñOdd Fellowsò for 

carrying out their duties. At first it was a males only 

organization. Over 150 year ago the Rebekahs were 

formed as a female branch of the Order. These two 

branches work closely together to help build a better 

community. Now, men and women can join both of 

these branches of the Order. 

     Where and when do you meet? Odd Fellows and 

Rebekahs meet at their Lodge Hall. Most lodges meet 

twice each month, usually on a weeknight. Some Lodges 

have a potluck dinner prior to the meeting while other 

lodges might have a dessert after the meeting. Lodge 

business along with planning for events or community 

programs is taken care of during meetings which last 

about an hour. Lodges in Oregon are part of the Grand 

Lodge of Oregon. 

     RV Park The Jesse T. Jones Odd Fellows Park is 

located just south of Florence. The park has an enclosed 

pavilion, showers, restrooms and direct access to the 

world-famous sand dunes. 

     What do you do in the community? We are involved 

in our state and around the world, contributing to 

Arthritis and Eye Research, offering scholarships, 

sponsoring youth groups and other activities. Local 

Lodges can choose their own activities to sponsor, from 

Boy Scouts to soccer teams. If the Lodge in your 

community is not involved in a project it does not mean 

they cannot become involved. It takes people that want 

to become members to carry out ideas. 

     I would like to thank all that were involved with the 

reception at the Lebanon Odd Fellows Hall on Saturday. 

I hope that Bethany Struthers, President-Elect Theta Rho 

Assembly of WA, Lisa Corda, Grand Patriarch Grand 

Encampment of Oregon and Denice Meeuwsen, 

President Rebekah Assembly of Oregon, will have a fun

- filled year. If you have any problems and need some 

help, to vent or talk, just give me a call. Working and 

pulling together as members of the Odd Fellows Order, 

we can make things happen and make our jobs run 

smoother. 

     I have a request of all the members of the Order and 

that is - I would like to receive photos of your Lodges 

inside and out, along with note on when it was built. If 

you know where there is a lodge that is no longer active 

but the building is still there, please send a photo. That 

includes Rebekah halls also. 

 

F.L.&T. 

EV Smith Jr, 

Grand Master of Oregon 

For you have been called to live in freedom. 
Use your freedom to serve one another in love. 

~ Galatians 5:13 

     Lodge Cards will be in an up-coming OPOF.  If 

you havenôt sent yours in this year, please do so by 

July 14th. 
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     ñLife is better when youôre 

laughingòé.This statement 

says a whole lot about this past 

weekend. I felt like thatôs all I 

did. The reception was so much 

fun. While the installation was 

wonderful, I didnôt feel too 

relaxed and was nervous.  But I 

totally enjoyed our reception. 

To those who traveled from all 

over, your presence meant the world to me. Most of all, 

I enjoyed sharing the day with E.V., Lisa and Bethany. 

     It was a lot of work for those who coordinated it and 

I appreciate all the time and effort you put into it. Thank 

you to my lodge, Vickie Beaver who helped us, and to 

Lebanon Odd Fellows and Rebekahs. Thank you so 

much for hosting it in your hall. This is what itôs all 

about. Helping each other out and enjoying the day.  

     Only being in the office for less than a month has 

been eye-opening. Already the questions, phone calls 

and requests are coming in. Some are just random, easy 

to answer and others more important that have to be 

dealt with immediately. I thought all the past officers 

ñalwaysò had the right answers. Little did I know that 

they probably had to look up the answers on a regular 

basis, just like I do. (or Mary tells me to) Iôm the first to 

admit that the information doesnôt always come easy to 

me. I tend to think with my heart and not my head most 

of the time. And Iôll always be honest and tell you if I 

donôt know or canôt find it, and I will find someone who 

does.  Patience is the key. 

     But before you call make sure you check your lodge 

By-laws, Constitution, the Assembly By-Laws and 

Constitution and of course the ñBible of all Answersòé

the Green Code book. Sounds like a lot? It is and believe 

it or not the officers you call or write to with these 

questions/issues donôt know everything from memory. 

They have to take the time and look it up to give you the 

answers you want.  Please take the time to familiarize 

yourself with all of these. It would save a lot of time, 

phone calls and headaches along the way. Iôm still 

learning my way around and Iôm not afraid to ask for 

instructions either. But our job is to help and the lines 

are always open to anyone who has questions.  

     But of course according to GM E.V. Smith I have 

problems with directions. But thatôs only on the road.  

And yes, thatôs one of those moments Iôm still 

ñlaughingò about since itôll follow me for the rest of my 

life. But as of this week thanks to Sister Liz Adams I 

now have maps from all the areas in the NW. So I 

shouldnôt get lost anytime too soon. I hope. And a word 

to the wise when traveling out of the countryédonôt be 

a cheapskate, sign up for international roaming. The 

google maps app will work much better that way. 

     Coming up in July is the annual Jesse Jones Campout 

on the 6th, 7th & 8th. Itôs a great time to enjoy relaxing 

time with friends and family. Breakfast is served by the 

Odd Fellows and a parade, games and fun things for 

kids and adults are happening all weekend. Itôs a 

beautiful campground and all of us are very proud of it. 

     To all of you who are celebrating the 4th of July. Be 

sure to thank those who made this day possible. My Dad 

was a Korean War Vet (USN) and he always felt he was 

a lucky guy to do his part for all of us. Be safe and enjoy 

the time with those you love. 

 

In Friendship, Love and Truth; 

Denice Meeuwsen, President 

     Eta Theta Rho 

attended the Rebekah 

Assembly / Grand 

Lodge Sessions at 

Seaside in May. 

R i g h t :  Be t h a n y 

S t r u t h e r s  a n d 

Stephanie Wigle 

receive the Theta Rho 

8th level honors 

program certificate. 

Below: Eta Theta Rho makes a presentation to the 

members of the Grand Lodge. 
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Brothers and Sisters, 

     I hope your summer is off and 

running. I have been very busy as 

some of you know. First we are 

working on completing the 

Constitution and By-Laws for the 

Grand Lodge. You should have a 

copy in your Lodge by now, or you will shortly. 

Second we had a great turnout for the new heads of our 

Orderôs reception held at the Lebanon Lodge hall. 

Those that did not attend missed out on the homemade 

salads and good ol make it yourself sandwiches. Thank 

you to those that prepared the food. It was great. Third, 

We had an educational all Committee day held at the 

Grand Lodge office. We covered how a Committee 

should operate and stressed a need for all members on 

Committees to understand the commitment involved in 

order for your Committee to succeed. Forth, I attended 

the Theta Rho sessions held in Yakima, Washington. I 

have to say, those girls run a very tiled meeting. I then 

attended the annual Grand Lodge Sessions for the 

Jurisdiction of Washington. We had lots of fun and got 

to meet many out of Jurisdiction Representatives.  

     Lodge Secretaries, I have not received all of the per 

capita dues that I invoiced in March. Please remit as 

soon as possible. Remember, your Lodge must pay at 

least the first ½ of the invoice by June 1, and the 2nd ½ 

by December 1st. Any Lodge that fails to remit can be 

placed in a status of ñnot in good standingò and the 

members of that Lodge can lose the privileges enjoyed 

as an Odd Fellow. This can mean losing the privilege 

of holding reservations at any Odd Fellow Park. So 

please, remit yours if you have not already done so. To 

the Lodges that have remitted your per-capita, thank 

you.  

     I would like to thank every Odd Fellow and 

Rebekah Lodge that submitted their By-Laws in a 

timely manner. By the time you read this we will be 

finally complete with your By-Laws and I will have 

sent them off to Sovereign Grand Lodge for their 

review. Those that waited until the last minute have no 

idea of how important this request was. I hope that in 

the future your Lodge would be more responsive.  

America was built on courage, on imagination 
and an unbeatable determination. ~ Harry Truman 

OREGON PACIFIC ODD FELLOW 
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     You will or soon will have the new Grand lodge 

Constitution and By-Laws sent to your Lodge. Lodge 

Secretarys and Noble Grands, it is so very important and 

it is ordered that you shred and destroy the old Grand 

Lodge Constitution and By-Laws. That means all of the 

pre 2015 blue books as well. There will be a letter in the 

new Constitution and By-Laws packet that explains the 

need to remove and destroy the older ones. We will have 

a letter for you to certify that your Lodge has done this 

and that you are verifying that your Lodge is in 

compliance.  

     As some of you may know, I was elected at our 

sessions to be your two-year Sovereign Grand Lodge 

Representative. I am attending the annual sessions held 

in Baltimore, Maryland this August. If any member has 

a concern please let me know. Otherwise I will give you 

all a report when I get back.  

     Have a great rest of your summer. 

  

Ronald Kunze, 

Grand Secretary 




